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Message from the LATT President, Brenda James

Dear Colleagues,

This new Executive has as-
sumed office at a very interesting
time. Both locally and internation-
ally, the profession is facing chal-
lenges. In some parts of the world,
the resources made available to
libraries are diminishing, and some
libraries are even forced to cut back
on service hours, or to close alio-
gether. Here in Trinidad and To-
bago, for example, school libraries
are faced with a situation where no
funds have been allocated for de-
velopment for the past two years. At
the same time, the changes in infor-
mation technology have had a sig-
nificant impact on the skills, knowi-
edge and competencies required of
the information professional.

it is therefore necessary that
we re-evaluate the relevance of how
we do what we do, in the context of
our rapidly changing environment.
We must strengthen our relation-
ships with each other so that we
can have the mutual support to
meet the challenges that face us.
We must continue to utilize our
proven professional strengths —
information organization, informa-
tion needs assessment, information
access management and excel-
lence in service provision — as we
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sions and policy-formulation exer-
cises which impact on the quality
of information access and transfer.
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¥ FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Readers,

This issue of BIBLIO is the first
produced under the direction of
LATT's new Executive, 1999-
2001. We are in the process of
reviewing the function of the
newsletter and how its form may
need to reflect the changes which
are inevitable. Your input is es-
sential and we are inviting your
feedback on content and style.

This issue's feature intro-
duces you to the members of your
new Executive through profiles of
their experience and achieve-
ments and outlines their common
vision for the Association.

While we welcome the new,
we acknowledge with sincere grati-
tude the contributions of the outgo-
ing Editorial team who published
five issues of BIBLIO and whose
work we are now continuing.

In the future you can look
forward to an expanded newsletter
which will include among other
items:

€ A quarterly spotlight on an infor-
mation centre/library which is suc-
cessfully applying new and not so
new technologies in the provision

of improved services to its clientele.

€ Interviews with members of the
profession about their careers and
views.

€ Reviews of technological devel-
opments and how they can be uti-
lized in our library and information
centres.

€ Descriptions of special collec-
tions which are being, or have been

organized.

If you have begun a special project or
are planning one, let us know so that
everyone can benefit from your ex-
perience and you can be contacted
by others who have completed or are
undertaking similar projects.

We are also interested in pub-
lishing your opinions and insights on
any topic of relevance to the profes-
sion. Have you read an interesting
article or book? Send us a review.
Have you attended a conference or
workshop recently? We would wel-
come your report. Are you a recent
graduate of a library/information sci-
ence or library technician pro-
gramme? Share your opinions
about the experience. Become a live
node on the LATT network by com-
municating and sharing your knowi-
edge and views. This newsletter is

BY, OF and FOR LATT and its suc-
cess is dependent on our collective
input.

We hope that you will continue to
enjoy receiving and reading BIBLIO!

ﬁg Amnesty!

An amnesty is in effect for all those
whose LATT membership dues are in
arrears. All debts outstanding up to
the end of 1997 have been forgiven.
Simply pay your dues for 1998 ($60)
and 1999 ($100) and be in the clear!
Your professional association de-
pends on your financial support.

The Editorial team of BIBLIO would
like to thank the following persons
who provided information for this
issue:

Sally Montserin
Pamella Benson
Leonie Asgarali
Juliet Chan Wing
Kazuko Rankine
Cheryl Peltier-Davis
Kathleen Helenese-Paul

| Apologies to anyone omitted.
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